
Comensus shortlisted for Leading Equality 

award at the Students’ Union Golden Roses 

Staff members are Lisa Malihi-shoja (Co-ordinator), Janet 
Garner (Facilitator) Chris Essen (Facilitator) and Steven 

Seymour (Project Officer) 

Welcome to our newsletter  

Spring 2016 Volume 1, Issue 2 

The Comensus Community Involvement Team have been 

working with students for over ten years to enhance 

health and social care education through sharing their 

personal experiences. From its origins in the Faculty of 

Health, Comensus now work across several Schools and 

are so busy, that it’s often hard to take the time to share 

what we are do or celebrate our good practice. We hope 

that this newsletter will serve to promote our service 

and keep you updated on our recent success stories. 
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Sharing personal experiences of Health and Social Care to educate future professionals.  



Health and Social Care Congress 2016 
By Abi Nelson 
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Comensus has a new 

logo!  

We’re on Twitter ! 

Comensus has a new 

logo created and 

designed by Angela 

Melling.  

 

Congress Day allows students to have a better understanding of 

how appropriate care and practice can affect service users. It 

allowed me to gain a vast range of new knowledge which I 

previously thought I had a good understanding of and helps to 

underpin this knowledge of theory.  

It is a great opportunity to hear people's stories and meet 

inspirational people, who give first hand experience of their lives 

as service users and carers. It's an opportunity that many other 

universities can't provide and I 

would urge students to attend 

future Congress Days. Not only to 

gain further knowledge but to 

show appreciation for all the 

organising and time given up from 

Comensus members and staff. 

Visitors from Switzerland  
Staff and service users from the University of Applied Sciences in 

Bern, Switzerland visited Comensus in the hope of replicating our 

good practice. The group known as  Pioneers was established  in 

August 2015 and is made up of staff and service users.   

Comensus is now on 

twitter! Keep up to date 

with what were up too! 

@UCLanComensus 

 



 

“My placement at 

Comensus has been a 

great experience which 

I have thoroughly 

enjoyed. The team have 

provided great support 

and provided 

opportunities which I 

could not be more 

grateful for. This has 

allowed me to gain 

foundations for future 

practice.” 

Abi Finishes her 

placement with us on 

Tuesday 19th April. We 

would like to wish her the 

best in her future and 

thank her for all her hard 
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Where is the Patient’s Voice 
Conference, Vancouver, Canada  

November 2015  saw 4 of us heading across the Atlantic to 

promote Comensus on an international stage by delivering a  

keynote to over 200 delegates. Our presentation was well 

received, especially 

Phyllis’ personal account 

of how her life been 

transformed by being 

involved in education over 

the last 10 years. 

Interviewing in Dublin  
By Ernie Mallen  

Placement Student Abi 

The School of Medicine at UCLan recently travelled to Dublin to 

interview prospective students for the MBBS course . 

Interviews consisted of 10 stations, 4 of which manned by 

Comensus members. The various stations enable students to 

engage in a range of topics, from breaking bad news to 

explaining why they wish to attend UCLan. Overall this was an 

enjoyable experience, and it challenged our members to have a 

fully engaging role in the selection of the standard and quality 

of students who wish to attend the School of Medicine.   



 

University of Central Lancashire 

Preston PR1 2HE 

Comensusoffice@uclan.ac.uk 

Tel: 01772 893818 

Find us on the Web: 

www.uclan.ac.uk/comensus 

www.comensus.com 

 

The Comensus group are regularly looking for new 
volunteers so if you yourself or someone you know 

would like to join us please do get in touch. 

Comensus 
Comensus have been shortlisted for the Leading Equality 

Award in the UCLan Students’ Union Golden Roses 

Teaching Awards. The Teaching Awards are completely 

student led from nomination to presentation!  

A massive 

congratulations to all our 

members for their hard 

work and dedication!  

Leading Equality  

The Film Festival is an event which was set up which 

runs each year in October. The festival is a week 

long which features films looks at the effects of 

mental health. It was set up to raise awareness of 

mental health; its associated stigma and provide an 

understanding of it.  
 

Due to the success of the Film Festival the Film 

Society was set up which is open to students, staff 

and the community. The Film Society  holds events 

throughout the year and is holding an event on 8th 

June in support of carers week. This is in foster 

building lecture theatre 3 from 12-3pm and it is 

open to anybody.  

Film Society/ festival 

http://www.uclan.ac.uk/comensus

