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The Comensus community involvement team have been 
working with students for over ten years to enhance 
health and social care education through sharing their 
personal experiences. From its origins in the Faculty of 
Health, Comensus now work across several Schools and 
are so busy, that it’s often hard to take the time to share 
what we are do or celebrate our good practice. We hope 
that this newsletter will serve to promote our service 
and keep you updated on our recent success stories. 



Comensus welcomes new 
members  

New electronic booking 
system for Comensus 

Page 2 Comensus  

Comensus have recently been consulted to introduce 
service user and carer involvement into the new School 
of Medicine and also build on existing development in 
the School of Pharmacy and Biomedical Sciences. Janet 
Garner has now taken a lead on developing involvement 
in both Schools and has been busy recruiting new volun-
teers – especially across East Lancashire where our new 
medical students will begin  their placements. With the 
help of Ernie Mallen, Community Outreach volunteer, 
Comensus have recruited many new volunteers who 
attended induction sessions over the summer. They are 
now ready to begin contributing to teaching across all 
Schools. 

 

Over the past few years, we have fulfilled our requests 
for service user and carer involvement through our ex-
panding office based diaries and overwhelmed brain 
cells! At the beginning of 2015, we resolved to update 
our systems with the help of LIS analyst, Vanessa 
Nattrass. It has taken several months to develop, but 
we can now announce that following a successful pilot, 
the Sharepoint site is now up and running. 

Welcome to new staff  

member – Steven Seymour 

We were delighted to wel-

come our new Project 

officer, Stevie, in July 2015. 

Stevie replaced Janet Gar-

ner in supporting involve-

ment in the School of Social 

Work and Community Care 

and the School of Nursing. 



 

 

Well done to Bowen Perryman, BA Social 
Work year 3 student  

 

 

Page 3 
Volume 1, Issue 1 

 

This summer, 2015, we 
hosted our first research 
intern through the univer-
sity’ successful research 
Internship scheme. Bowen 
Perryman, having recently 
completed his second year 
of the BA Social Work de-
gree course applied to our 
advert for a student to un-
dertake research into ser-
vice user and carer involve-
ment in the Child Nursing 
degree program in the 
School Of Health. Bowen 
spent 10 weeks interview-
ing staff and service users 
then analyzing the data 
with Nvivo. All student pro-
jects ended this week with 
a poster presentation in 
Scholars lounge. 

Janet Garner was thrilled to be invited to deliver a 
short communication at the international AMEE con-
ference in Glasgow on ‘Patient involvement across 
the curriculum’ developed with Dr. Morris Gordon 
and Dr. Paul Milne. This followed successful presenta-
tions on the innovative work of Comensus at the 
‘Authenticity to Action’ conference in March and 
‘Research and Learning conference in June 2015. 

Our second Comensus 

wedding! 

We are very proud to an-

nounce that we celebrated our 

second Comensus wedding in 

September. Our long-term vol-

unteer, now research assistant, 

Fiona Jones married her part-

ner, Dave at an emotional cere-

mony at Preston Registry 

office. Several Comensus mem-

bers were there to celebrate 

with her and all enjoyed a won-

derful day with Fiona and Dave. 

Those of us who have been 

around a few years, will re-

member our first Comensus 

wedding four years earlier, of 

David Catherall and Polly. 

AMEE Medical Education  

conference  
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Comensus are committed to helping our new cohort 
of 1st year medical students to develop their com-
munication skills. If you are a member of the public, 
or a UCLan staff member, who would like to contrib-
ute to the future training of doctors, please contact 
Janet at JMGarner@uclan.ac.uk for further details. 

Communication skills training 
for medical students  

One in Four Film Festival 

The Comensus group regularly host a meeting of all 
community members at the Comensus Engagement 
group. We believe in service user and carer involve-
ment as good practice and our meetings are attend-
ed by service users, local community group repre-
sentatives, local government engagement workers 
and academic staff members. 

For further details please contact Lisa Malihi-shoja 
at LMalihi-shoja@uclan.ac.uk or telephone  

01772 893818. 

Once again, Comensus hosted this annual film festival 
to help promote good mental health and combat the 
stigma surrounding mental health issues. The festival 
was opened by the Mayor of Preston and films includ-
ed ‘Song for Marion’, ‘Wrinkles’ and ‘Side Effects’. In 
addition, Comensus will be holding a monthly film 
night this year organized by the ‘Comensus Film Socie-
ty’ in the Mitchell & Kenyon cinema. 
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